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Lindsay Chutas called the meeting to order and the June 2015 meeting minutes were approved with no changes.
Spokane County’s Wastewater Planning Presentation
Todd Jensen from HDR Consulting presented the options for wastewater treatment facility expansion for Spokane County in the Mead area of North Spokane. A variety of options were explored by the consulting firm analyzing options for cost, expansion potential, effect on residential and or business community. Option 1P was chosen as it allows for a phased approach, lowest number of pump stations, shortest length of pipeline, lowest regulatory concerns, lower operation and maintenance, utilizes existing infrastructures, and the service area will be the lowest additional cost to rate payers.
Hydrogeologic Framework and Groundwater Conceptual Model-West Plains

Kevin Lindsay of GSI Consulting gave a presentation about the project they completed with Spokane County. The goals of the project were to evaluate the existing hydrogeologic data, describe the groundwater system and hydrogeologic setting, and present a conceptual model of groundwater flow. The study concluded that compartmentalization limits the interconnectedness of aquifers due to the basement rock influence, modern canyons and paleodrainages effect on the shallower basalt units, and the stratagraphic influence on the shallow and deep units. The total water budget is positive, but most water lost vial the shallow basalt, alluvial and surface outflow. Pumping is exceeding the deep recharge. The shallow system is locally fine for now, but is being stressed locally.
Drought Update

Katherine Rowden from the National Weather Service gave an update on the drought. We have experienced a record hot June, record low precipitation for June, and the 4th lowest dry period in April-July since 1882. For the May-July period, we are at 30% of average flow in the streams and rivers in the area. We are closing in on minimum flow in the Spokane River and reaching compromises with Lake Coeur d’Alene water levels. There are numerous fish issues in the rivers due to the warm water temperatures, but the groundwater supply is good for now. The outlook is for continued above average temps. We are looking at a strong El Niño this winter.  
Regional Conservation Partnership Proposal
Walt Edelen gave an update on the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) proposal the Hangman Bi-State Group has been working on. The RCPP is sponsored through the Farm Bill, and similar to the AWEP program that the SCD has participated in. The pre-proposal has been submitted and they will wait to find out if they are invited to submit a full proposal. Money has been set aside through a variety of NRCS programs for conservation tillage, forest practices and agricultural BMP’s. The proposal that the Bi-State Group is putting together focuses on the entire Spokane River Watershed in both Washington and Idaho. They are looking for partners to contribute match for the proposal. The goal of this proposal is to get landowners into riparian buffers, by working on a compensation program based on their upland crop and risk management insurance model to create a waiver for the value of the land to be set aside for the buffer. If the pre-proposal is accepted, the next phase will be to submit a full proposal in the fall of 2015.
Ecology Grants
Everything is going through the EAGL system now. Capital grants are available and applications have been received. Ecology’s internal review process will be starting in August, with final decisions being made toward the end of October. Only capital grants for now are through the watershed program.
Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 pm.  The next meeting was set for Sep 2,, 2015, at 10 am in the Spokane Conservation District’s upstairs conference room. 
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